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Just the accusations which they cannot prove! Just false accusations, maligning words and
nothing else! So | put before you this query: Isn’t it worth to support those men who direct the
drive for the benefit of the poor boys? But this isn’t all: In 1928 one hundred beds with guards
and blankets plus, were bought for $3,190.00

hundred lockers and steel wardrobes, for 1,500.00

from 1929 laboratories were supplied, for ~ 8,340.00

sewer system was installed for 7,265.11
Pianos, for 900.00
Landscaping for 1,700.00

$22,895.11

You do understand my listeners where your money goes. Won'’t you, in the future give us your
help so that we may continue to educate and maintain these poor boys? Or will you listen to
those who do not lift a finger to help, but deliberately interfere with those who do? | am citing
here the income and the expenditures from last school year. The entire income from tuition was
$9,440.00 and expenditure was $13,319.87;

Boroszewski, meat and hams: $1,273.70
Matecki, sausages and weiners: 582.29
Saleman’s Corp., groceries 1,254.74
Jurek bakery 678.08
Wiles — Biscuit 78.31
Bishler — Ice Cream 92.87
Hamburg Market 340.95
Ontario Fish 112.86
Fairmont Creamery 265.30
Coal, E. Buffalo Coal 2,299.34
Electricity 915.66
Water, Wanakah Water Co. 545.00
Disinfectants, wax, brushes 241.90
Pharmacy 33.50
Coffee 94.50
Kronenberg 206.82
Plumber 106.11
Baseball, Basket Ball 289.38
Mimeograph 193.40
Boiler help 180.00
Insurance — Lloyds 352.50
Alms 75.00
Books, paper etc. 3,107.63
$13,319.87
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Income 9,444.00
$3,875.87 we were short in 1935.

To this we can add buying and erecting the new fence which cost $4,354.41, in other words, in
1935 our expenditures were greater than our income over $8,230.28. Despite all this, there
lived very comfortably, 19 students without a cent of payment and 39 students with reduced
tuition. In the above account they did not include 900 dozen of eggs; 7,500 quarts of milk; 100
chickens, five calves and 1,200 2-quart jars of various vegetables from the farm conserved by
brothers with the help of a few women from Buffalo. Also was not included in this report the
keeping of six cows, two horses, and four hundred chickens, which monthly cost $80.00. | think
that now you have a scrupulous report from income and expenditures of the Polish high school
in Athol Springs. In the name of justice, and once and for all to stop the gossip, lies, and slanders
I ask that the Association of Polish Priests together with the professionals formed a committee
of six. That committee, without first notifying me or the Rector, any day and at any hour, come
to the high school to look over the books, question the boys, and look over the building and
then give its report. My report the listeners will find tomorrow in the Daily. Let the listeners now
form their judgment and give their final opinion. As | said, you can beat me, even stone me or
crucify me, because | am only a poor religious and a weak Father Justin, but in the name of God,
I beg you to stop stoning and crucifying such a holy cause as this, the cause of the Polish,
Catholic High School. If this should give you pleasure, slander me but stop killing the Polish High
School. I don’t care what you do to me, but this sacred cause is very dear to me. Even if you
would cut off my arms | will still hold fast that Polish, Catholic, Franciscan Standard with my
teeth and will not give it up. I'll lay my life but never the Standard. If my arguments convinced
you, the listeners, and you really want to help to educate the poor students, then all of you
come to the Broadway Auditorium on February 19, | shall await you there and cordially squeeze
your hand and say: for understanding this cause and for the help may God reward you!
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February 13, 1936

| greet you in a traditional Polish way: Praised be Jesus Christ and Good evening.

Several times | promised you that from time to time | will, when it is necessary, speak of very
serious matters, which concern our whole society. So this evening | speak to you; | come directly
to you, my fellow compatriots, to present to you the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, that you may be convinced who is right, and who, if he isn’t lying purposely to harm a
good and holy cause, nonetheless, is thwarting, maligning, and doing harm. | say this with
consideration and publicly, because, already for twelve years | waited patiently that certain
individuals would cease to provoke, to jeer, to quarrel to lie and to malign. | would still keep
quiet if it concerned only me personally. Let them malign me in whatever way they possibly can,
let them hang dogs on me, | never paid attention to this before, for it does not do me harm but
strengthens and fortifies my character and will; but when certain ones, who do not see the
truth, or perhaps don’t want to see the truth, do harm to a good cause, then it would be a sin
for me if I did not speak out. That is why today | take the cause of St. Francis High School in
Athol Springs, N. Y., and | ask you for patience in listening to my exposition. | stand here before
you marked as a cheater, thief, and liar. You are the foresworn witnesses and judges. My
advocate is truth. You, with your sane, peasant wisdom based on justice, pronounce your
judgment and give sentence. | don’t seek pity and don’t want mercy, but ask and beg you for
justice. | want only this and nothing more.

A few weeks ago a Polish pharmacist spoke thus: “The high school in Athol Springs, did not take
even a single poor student without pay. Franciscans receive good money for each student, but
they throw out the poor students. Franciscans enrich themselves and yet they want people to
support the charitable ball; they only teach students who are future Franciscans, so then, let the
Franciscans upkeep them and Father Justin does not give any reports.” That pharmacist, it
seems to me, said nothing new, but, unfortunately, repeated old accusations of other
professionals both secular and clergy. To these, not only childish but false arguments | will
answer later not just in word and empty phrases, but with facts and figures. For years, now,
actually from 1912, among the intelligently thinking Poles, there came the idea of having Polish
high school. There was even a Society of Helping Educational Needs under the name
Copernicus. They collected several thousands of dollars to build the high school. They met, they
disputed and eventually killed the idea of building a high school. Part of that money still exists.
Evidently the thought of having a Polish high school died. But it was only in appearance, because
the late Rev. Jacek Fudzinski, provincial of the Franciscans, not only kept the idea in his mind but
already planned for the future. That is why in the year 1918 he bought the summer resort of Dr.
Pierce in Athol Springs, the property of 32 acres, on which there was an old house, a barn, and a
smaller house for the keeper of the grounds, a hothouse and a chicken coop. The Franciscans
paid for this property twenty thousand dollars. A year later the provincial bought an adjacent
property belonging to German pharmacist for ten thousand dollars. Now we are approaching
year 1924 when the Franciscans decided that there has to be a Polish high school. Bishop Turner
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not only praised the intention, but December 19, 1924, wrote a letter in which he said, among
other things, that “this high school should serve not only to educate future young men to enter
the religious life, but also those who will pursue other professions. | sincerely approve of the
plan, that the second week of January of 1925, that is, from i T of January, was
designated as a campaign week to collect one hundred thousand dollars. You have my
permission, that on Sunday 11" of January, to send one of the fathers to every parish church in
the diocese if the pastor of that parish agrees.” Here | will add that, with the exception of two
Polish pastors, all others allowed the priests to do the collecting. Inmediately a meeting was
called at the convent at which not only professionals were present but other influential Poles
and representatives of the press were present. Already at the first meeting two sides were
obviously emerging, the older members and the younger members. The first, urged caution and
further discussion, while the younger members counseled to roll up the sleeves and get down to
business. After three meetings the citizens’ committee was formed whose job it was to collect
funds and serve as drivers. In the meantime letters were sent to influential Americans. One
could cry, when the responses started to come in. One of them wrote: “I am not in sympathy
with this. If the young men of Polish descent are to be segregated in special racial schools, they
might as well stay in Poland.” The other wrote: “l am sorry to have to say that | do not approve
of the project and will therefore decline your invitation. | deplore any effort or tendency which
might result in emphasizing the racial origin of any group.” the third one said it this way:
“Frankly, | am not in favor of the project from any point of view.” The fourth: “I do not propose
to lend my name to any Polish cause.” | have about thirty letters of this kind from English
Americans who ride their ponies of freedom, equality, tolerance and democracy! From them we
received not only a dried fig but also a slap in the face and a kick. Buffalo’s Hall of Trade would
not endorse our drive because the “goal of having a Polish high school is not only sectarian but
characteristic of one nationality.” | had to not only to read all of these but also listen to the
complaints of the collectors, who at every step encountered excuses, ridicules, jeers, insults and
abuses. Sometimes my eyes would fill with tears, then | would go to the chapel and entrust the
cause to God; and | would say to myself even if | should fall, even if this should be my last effort,
the Polish high school must be built and will be built. Difficulties and obstacles did not frighten
us. Together with the collectors | rejoiced, suffered and cried, and especially when one secular
patriot told me: “Franciscans are a German branch, whom I, in conscience, cannot support.
Besides those who direct the drive are a group of snobs.” | admit it did hurt, but | forge ahead.
In the city’s Polish parish on January 18 a collection was taken up. This collection brought in
$13,107.23; sacrificial parishioners of Corpus Christi parish imposed a $25 dollar tax on their
families and collected $30,250.00! Already on 12" of July of 1925 was the groundbreaking for
the Polish high school. The contract was given to the Metzger Construction Company, for
$217,992, because this was the lowest bid. On November 26, 1926 was the blessing of the
school. Please look at the sums. True they are somewhat cold and dry but they speak volumes. |
am citing a complete report to the time of the blessing of the new structure.
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INCOME

A certain person $10,000.00

Parish bazaar at Corpus

Christi parish 11,246.53

Polish parishes 13,107.23

Corpus Christi parish 30,250.00
Falcons’ card party 171.11
Rivoli Theater 1,125.10
Caroling—Corpus Christi pa. 2,836.20
Ruszkiewicz Family 1,500. 00
Drive persons 175,723.00

Other offerings 75,000. 00

$320,959.17

This is a substantial sum and it is a pleasure to look at it. However | have to go ahead.

DISBURSEMENTS

Buying of land $30,000.00

Metzger Construction Co. 217,992.00

Wm. Shaddock, plumber 10,019.94

Jaeger heating 18,800.00

Wipperman electric 5,202.00

Rambusch, chapel 17,000.00

Meyer & Co., Stained glass wind. 9,000.00

Hall Organ Co., 6,000.00

Schmill Bros. — architects 7,462.00

Filtration 23,404.49

Wipperman 2,506.00

Russlander — kitchen 3,153.00

Schautz — refrigeration 1,985.00

Troy — laundry 4,812.00
Beds, tables, benches, e.t.c. 7,871.40

$365,207.83

General disbursements: $365,207.83
General income: 320,248.65
Deficit $44,248.66
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Two years later two wings were added at the cost $150 thousand dollars which raised the deficit
to $194,248.66. So that the high school would have a stable point of support, the drive persons
decided to sponsor annual affairs and called it the Charity Ball. The income from these balls in
eleven years, raised sixty-one thousand dollars, and this would not erase the deficit but it would
lower it to 133 thousand dollars. The Franciscans Fathers expected something like this and so
they were frugal at every step and covered the deficit of 133 thousand, and last year paid the
rest of the debt together with the percent reaching more or less 31 thousand dollars. | recount
this so that you will realize once and for all how Franciscans are enriching themselves from the
high school and so that you may know where your money goes. The directors of the drive know
this perfectly well that is why they work so diligently without commission, sacrificing
themselves, that the Balls would bring in most money for the poor boys. Annually, after each
Ball, a public report was given in the Daily for All, from income and disbursements, so that all
would know about every cent gained or disbursed. | will admit that my first thought was to
establish a foundation for the benefit of capable but poor Polish boys at the high school at Athol
Springs, but how could I in conscience hold the money for this foundation, when over my head
hung the sword of Democles, in the form of almost $200 thousand dollar debt, from which it
was necessary to pay five and a half percent; and the banks, especially in 1929 demanded daily
regular payment of the capital. Through all four years there wasn’t day when | would not be
called to one or other bank. | lost my appetite, | couldn’t sleep, from this “enriching” of oneself
from the Polish high school. In the meantime those ill-disposed toward the school were also
losing sleep. In all possible ways they tried to harm the school. They maligned the institution
and tried to dissuade parents from sending their sons to other schools than to the Athol Springs
School. I will not dwell on their reasons right now. To those who were able to pay the tuition the
enemies suggested nondenominational schools, and if it happened to be a very poor student
they gave him a very cynical and harsh counsel. They would say: “Go to the Franciscans they
were collecting and still collect the hard earned money from people they owe you not only
education but also your keep.” They spoke thus not only to the good people but also to
strangers and unbelievers, for a full pay, even though these schools were subsidized by public
and private funds, whereas the Catholic school had only one drive, which did not even cover the
cost of building the school. They had such unfair and unjust expectations and wanted to change
the school into an orphanage! While the drive directors, once a year, with full sacrifice of time
and personal convenience, without any reimbursement for their efforts, asked for help they met
with jeers, cutting remarks and accusations. Franciscans have enough; they do nothing to
upkeep the Polish customs; they do not accept the poor boys; round and round year after year
the same thing. They do receive the EIk, the Moose, and other organizations regularly, and they
do not have accusations for those. But to give for their own school, they give absolutely nothing.
Thus hey dirty their own nest and spit in their own face. True the high school in Athol springs is
under the direction of Polish Franciscans, but belongs to the entire Polonia, because it was
erected for the benefit for all Polish sons. The Franciscans will not eat the place nor will they
take it with them to their graves. If others would have taken this cause the Franciscans would sit
quietly. Did we commit a grievous sin that we took up the education and training of your sons
into our hands and on our shoulders the responsibility for your children so they could become
the Crusaders of Polish and Catholic cause? Is that why we have to suffer from our own here in
free America that which you have suffered from Austrian flunkeys, from Russian Cossacks and
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from Prussian ruffians? You suffered for faith and your Polish speech and who won? We suffer
for the same causes and | dare to ask who do you think will be victorious? Several from the
opposition have gone to God for judgment and the others will follow, quietly, and Polish high
school will stand and over it will fly Catholic, Polish and Franciscan Standard with century-old
traditions. Now | return to the report. From the beginning this school always has ten to twelve
qualified professors obtained in Krakow, in Rome or Washington, D.C. How many additional
dollars did it cost them? What benefits do we have from this? In twelve years of existence of the
school not one of the Fathers received a penny of pension! How do they manage to live? From
the Mass intentions which good people send, and from offerings they receive for helping out on
Sundays in German and Irish parishes. Thus the Franciscans enrich themselves from the Polish
high school! | myself am surprised why they didn’t establish a Franciscan bank from this income!
You will even be more surprised if you listen to more of these reasons. The sum the students
there pay is $250.00 a year, for education, laundry and food, this means, $0.93 a day. It's
laughable, isnt it? Breakfast, dinner, snack, supper, laundry and classes, all of this for $0.93
cents daily! You mothers who have growing up children will understand it the best. You who
send your children to the so-called free schools count your expenses and compare them with
the above. Even if the boys paid those measly 93 cents daily, there’s no comparison. In the year
1927-1928, Buffalo and the vicinity had 49 students and from this sum 4 were free, three did
not pay a cent, even though their parents promised and we took three orphans, so $2,250.00
thrown out. In the year 1928-1929, there were 14 new students from Buffalo, free; seven free
because they couldn’t pay; one paid $60.00; two paid $100.00; one paid $130.00; one paid $34
dollars, one paid $35.00; one paid $104.00; one paid $159.00; one paid $30.00; one paid
$99.00; one paid $114.00; one paid $74.00 ; one paid $79.00 and two paid $84.00 each. Believe
those who trumpet into yours that the school does not take in the poor boys! In the year 1929-
1930, Buffalo had 18 new students and among them was one from the Polish orphanage. The
school kept nine boys without a cent; and one paid $130.00; one for $100.00; one paid $200.00;
one paid $110.00; one paid $50.00; one paid $25.00; one paid $230; one paid $100.00; one
paid $144.00; two paid $130.00; one paid $70.00; This is the way the Franciscans enriched
themselves. In 1930- 1931 there were 13 new students. Already 11 of them did not pay a cent,
not only this but the school paid for the doctor, surgery and the hospital; and 24 students had
their payments lowered; so that one third of the student body didn’t pay a cent or paid from
about $30.00 to $160.00. No wonder that the rector of the school himself didn’t know what to
do but came to me for help! With God'’s help not one boy died because of hunger. In 1931-1932
there were 14 new students, always from Buffalo. The school took pride in the twelve poor
boys, not only free, but they had to be clothed because they came without a suitcase and some
without trousers! Thirty-three boys received reduction, so that two of the boys paid $50.00 and
one paid a whole $20.00. Oh, what mine of Gold, is this Polish school in Athol Springs! In 1932-
1933 we had 16 new students and the sum of those free rose to 17; and 41 students paid only a
part of what they should pay. In 1933-1934 eight new students came from Buffalo. Already 19
students received everything for nothing and 31 students paid only a part of what they should
and a few paid a minimal amount. This year there came nine new ones; so that 19 boys pay
absolutely nothing and 39 students just a minimal amount. What will those who claim that in
the Polish school there are no students who pay nothing and there are no poor students? What
| am saying | can confirm with figures, names and surnames, and what do the claimers have?
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